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When the heavens open

The Texas flash flood is a wake-up call for India, which is no stranger to such calamity

‘SANJEEB MUKHERIEE
New Dalhi, 15 luly

The Kerrville area of Texas, United
States, turned into a watery grave for
more than 130 people when a tlash flood
caused the Guadalupe Riverto suddenly
swell on July 4,the US Independence
Dayweekend.

Being lubelled usthe worstin .ﬂ.men-

history, the flash flood dump
afoot of rainfall in underan houron
“Texas Hill Country, which is so vulner-
ableto floods that it has come tobe
called “Flash Flood Alley”. In barely five
hours, the Guadalupe River went from
around 11034 feet.

While rescue efforts are on — over
100 people are still reported missing —
questions are being raised about the lack
of flash flood warning sirens in Kerr Cou-
nty and statfing shorrages atthe National
Weather Service, which is responsible
for forecasting weather and issuing war-
nings US.The Tn d
istration’s funding cut to the Nationa)
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA} is also being blamed.

The devastating Texas incident hasa
lesson for India, where flash floods
aren’t unusual.

The questions being asked here are:
How prepared is India to prevent or deal
withsuch a weather emergency? Docs
the country have adequate advance
warning systems that can help prevent
loss oflife and property? Also, who in
India s responsible for sending warning

flash flood?

Damage caused by flash floods along the Concho River in San Angelo, Texas, on July 4

economic, and environmental impact,
with i f i

have been causing Hash floods with

ntire.

But first: What is a tlash flood?

Floodinaflash

tothe World
Organisation (WMO), flash floods are
sudden bursts of water gushing froma
water body. usually within 3-6 hoursof
heavy rainfallin that area.

Though riverbanks and hilly areas
with riversin their vicinity are more
prone to flash floods, these can occur
evenin plains. Flash floods arc usually
localised events, but giventhat their
intensity is grave. they can cause serious
damage to human life and property.

The WMO rates Hash floods as
among the world's deadliest natural
disasters, accounting for over 5,000
deaths every year,

These events have grave social,

OPINION

orvillages being wiped off in a matter
of hours.

‘WMO says flash floods account for
almeost 85 per cent of all flooding cases,
andalso for the hil.hesl mom}lty rates
amongallcl looding,
riverine and coastal naodmg

With climate change increasing the
number of adverse weather events and
human habitation spreading in hitherto
untouched areas, flash floods have
become more frequent and devastating
overthe vears.

‘The Indiastory
Indiais nostrangerto flash floods.

In fact, every monsoon season — and
even outside of it —sudden, short,
intense bursts of rain in areas arou
water bodies, mostly in hilly regions,

¥
The Kedarnath (Uf d) dis-

PHOTO: REUTERS

This year, since June 2025, flash
floodsand Lmdal.ldeﬂn H|m:cha] Pra-
desh h. Jai

asterof June 2013, which washed away
almost theentire temple town, was one
of the worst incidents of flash floods
inIndia.

Thedisaster, caused by a cloudburst
inthe high regions, claimed over 6,000
lives, making it one of the world's worst
natural disasters,

The Uttarakhand administration had
then gone on record 1o say the state was
ill-prepared to handle a calamity of such
aproportion and that the early warning
systems were inadequate.

Flash tloods have struck India
multiple times since with varying inten-
sities, claiming lives and damaging
propertyinthe northern Himalayan
region, in the hills of Northeast, as well
asinsouthernIndia.

Don’t break what works: Rethink
the proposal to fragment ICAR

ICAR s one of the few institutions that retain land-grant-style
integration of research, education, and extension across disciplines.
To dismantle that is to dismantle our strength

SMITA SIROHI

The government's proposal to create a
separate Council for Fisheries and Vet-
erinary Research, championed by the
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying (MoFAHD), has stirred
sharp debate. T'he new body would carve
out fisheries and veterinary research
from the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) f!he apex institution

Why the ICMR analogy doesn’t hold

The ICMR isn't a model of sectoral divi-
sion — it's onc of internal integration.
Under a single institutional framework,
it brings together diverse research
domains like infectious discases, public
health, nutrition, genomics, data
science, and more. It has no separate
councils for, say, virology or public
health. Its strength lies in coordinating
various specialisations without splinter-

that Itural prog-
ress for nearly a century.

Supporters argue the move is timely.
With livestock and fisheries now
accounting for over 40 per cent of agri-
cultural gross value added (GVA), a dedi-
cated research council is seen asa way to
boost sectoral visibility, attract tailored
funding. and improve responsiveness.
Some even point tothe Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) and the dis-
tinct medical and dental councils as
precedents for creating separate bodies.

Budgetary evidence: New
't

‘The creation of MoFAHD In 2019 was a
welcome administrative step to give
focused policy attentionto livestock and
fisheries. Butin fiscal terms, the restruc-
turing has not translated into higher
prioritisation. Before the bifurcation —
when animal husbandry and fisherles
functioned as a combined department
within the Ministry of Agriculture —
their combined budget during Quin-
quennium Ending (QE) 2018-19 was 8.1
per cent of the Department of Agricul-
ture's allocation. After becoming separ-
ate departments under a new ministry,
this figure has dropped to 3.4 per cent
(QE 2024-23).

ICAR's own budget trends further
undermine the case of neglect. Between
2017-18and 2023-24, animal and fisherics
research consistently received 16,5 per
cent to 21.6 per cent of ICAR's research
expenditure — a fairly robust share
relative to their contribution to agricul-
tural gross domestic product (GDP).
These sectors are not peripheral — they
are institutionally embedded across
ICARs divisions. national research
centres, and specialised institutions. The
core issue is not allocation, but the need
for sharper coordination. stronger leader-
ship. and better programme design.

ing th ICAR functions similarly
— integrating crops, livestock, and
fisheries under one research umbrella.
Creating separate councils would not
replicate the ICMR model — it would
contradict it.

Likewise, the analogy with medical
and dental councils is misplaced. These
are regulatory bodies for distinct profes-
sions, not research ecosystems. India
already has an independent Veterinary
Council of India (VCI) that performs a
slmzlar regulatory role for vnter:nary

and practice.
distinet from rescarch. Unlike mcdicinc
and dentistry, veterinary and fisheries
sciences are integrally linked with
agriculture — not just academically but
also in how livelihoods and natural
resources intersect,

w

Lessons from the bifurcation of state
agricultural universities

India’s experience with fragmenting
state agricultural universities (SAUs)
offers aclear caution. Overthe years, sev-
eral states have split multi-faculty SAUs
into separate universities for veterinary,
fisheries, and horticulture sciences —
aiming to give each sector more focused
attention. But the outcomes have often
been mixed: Faculty stretched thin,
infrastructure duplicated. and interclis-
ciplinary learning diluted. Reputed pro-
fessional  bodics the National
Academy of Agricultural Sciences
(NAAS) and the Trust for Advancement
of Agricultural Sciences (TAAS) — have
flagged thne uends as rnunterpmduc-
tive, andj
approaches instead.

Such fragmentation also runs counter
tothe vision Jaid out inthe Natlonal Edu-
cation Pelicy (NEP) 2020, which calls for
integrated, multidisciplinary institu-
tlons and discourages narrow. compart-
mentalised  structures. Creating a

L

separate research council would move in
the opposite direction — just when
national policy emphasises collabora-
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Deep waters

Whatisaflashflood?
Itisasudden burstof water gushing
from awater body, usually within 3-6
hours of heavy rainfall in that area

How devastatingisit?

times aday — that is, atan interval of
every six hou ohapatra says.
Thenthereis something called ‘flash
flood risk, which is shared 24 hours
hefuruhencmrrennecfam event.
“All this guidance is being provided
md:fremnlcnlourcode-s yellow, orange,

Itis world's di natu- ding upon their
ral disasters, accounting for over mrcnmy just the way we give a normal
5,000 deaths every year and for rainfall forecast,” Mohapatra says.
almost 85% of all flooding cases. Flash Headds that if there is a forecast for
floodsalso have the highest mortality 24 hours, one can prepare. "And, if there
rates among all classes of flooding. is aforecast for the next 6 hours, then

Inlndia, since June 2025, flash one hastotake immediate action.”
floods and landslides in Himachal
Pradesh have claimed over 100 Jives On-ground action
across Mandi, Kullu, Kangra. and ‘This raises another question: How
other districts, They have also caused personalised is the adverse weather
extensive damage to property, crops warning system for events such as
and Livestock flash floods?

Mohapatra says that the ‘Common
e Alert Protocol’ developed by the
25 b‘“lon National Disaster Management Auth-
Number of people affected by floods ority (NDMA) offers personalised
between 1994 and 2013 weather warnings.
Also. several states across the country
St‘o bi"IOﬂ have developed their own systems to
Damage caused by floods annualty ’providcpcrwnnlmd weather warnings
around the world urevcnts such as heavy rainfall, thun-
heat waves, cold waves, and

24% cycloneseie, he adds.

Estimated increase in the number of
people living in flood-prone areas
between 2000 and 2015

‘Source: World Meteorological Organisation

guidance system’, notjust for itselfbut
forthe whole of South Asia, covering

‘The emergency operations centre
acrossstates also provide early warning.
on adverseweather systems. And then
there are mobile applications such as
‘Sachet’, which offer early warning of
adverse weather events inalocalised
area.

That said, flash floods do not yet
tigure in the common alert protocol,

Mandi, Kullu, Kangra, and otherdis- countries like Nepal, Bhutan, and Bang- though there is a move to include them

tricts. They have also caused extensive Iadesh, he says. Init.

damage to property, crops, and livestock. This guidance system has mapped “\Vhllel.M.D is rhc technical partner
and I 100,000 and NDMA

Foran early warning amthcmgiun. headds. coordmatcs (mr:dJsas(c: responsc). dis-

Ithas been 12 years si e final early warning is a

d
flood. India is again in the middle of the
monsoon season, with July and August
asthe two most critical rainfall months,

S0, is Indiaany better prepared to
handle flash floods than it was in 20137
Also, what kind of early warning systems
have been put in place?

land area ﬂut channels rainfall and
snowmelt 1o crecks, streams, and rivers,
and eventually tooutflow points such as
reservoirs, bays, and the ocean.

“In simple terms, awatershed is
nothing but an area where water can
m:'u mulate.” Mohapatra explains.

task that lies with the state government,”
Mohapatra says.

Itisthe state’s job to enter into agree-
ments with telecom service providersto
censure that such warnings go directly
intothe mobile p!mncsol‘suh;cribets 50
that loss of lives and property ispre-

AskMrutyunjay director
general of Meteorology, India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), and he says
the country has made a concerted effort
to deal with flash floods.

In 2021, India set-up a ‘flash floods

cach that has
beenrmppedbylMDcwersanamor
around 4 km by 4 km.

“Inother words. a forecast fora
watershed covering an area of approxi-
mately 16 km is being provided four

d arbest
Clearly, when it comes to unforeseen
weather eventssuch as flash floods,
coordination amongall agencies con-
cerned is key — something that was per-
haps missing in Texas.
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US Department of Agriculture’s Agricul-
tural Research Service (USDA- ARQ)
Brazil's Embrapa, and the /
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Centre for International Agricultural
Research (ACIAR) all operare integrated
systems. These institutions provide dis-
ciplinary focus without institutional
silos, ensuring that cross-cutting chal-
lenges — like sustainability, nutrition,
and climate change — are addressed
comprehensively.

India's ICAR is one of the few instiru-
tions that still retains this land-grant
style integration of research, education,
and extension across disciplines. To dis-
mantle thatisto dismantle our strength.

Convergence, not cleaving

Ifthe goal is sectoral uplift, India needs
reform, not replication. Creating a paral-
lel council risks administrative duplica-
tion without solving the real challenges.
A more effecuve approach would be to
launch sector-specific National
Research Missions in areas like zoo-
noses, the blue economy, livestock
genomics — co-led by ICAR and
MoFAHD, establishing a Policy Coordi-
nation Platform between these two
organisutions for shared agenda-settin;
biannual reviews, and collaborative
inpovation pipelines.

India's agricultural challenges —
from climate volatility and nutrition
security to transboundary animal dis-
eases — demand convergence. A new
council might offer short-term adminis-
trative clarity, but at the cost of long-
termsystemic coherence. The task is not
to fragment what needs repair, but to
rebuild it from within. ICAR doesn't
need to be split — it needs to be
strengthened.

SmIIRbIIDhI principal scientist. ICAR,
is for joint secretary (G-20), DAFW
and Advisor {Agriculture and Marine
Products), Indian Embassy. Brussels.

Views expressed are personal
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NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS

SPECIAL WINDOW FOR RE-LODGEMENT OF
TRANSFER REQUESTS OF PHYSICAL SHARES
Pursuant to SEB| Circutar No. SEBUHOMIRSD/MIRSD-PoDiP/CIRI2025/7
datad July 2, 2025, the Company is pleased Lo offer one-tme special
window for physical sharehciders to submit re-lodgement requests for
the transter of shares. The Special Window is open fiom July 7, 2025 to
January §, 2026 and is appiicoble to cases where original share fransfer
fequests were iocged prior to April 1, 2018 and wera refumed of rojoctod
due lo deficiencies in documontation, process of any other reason. The
shares re-ladgeo for transfer will be processed only In form
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along with the requisite documents 10 the Company’s Regisirar and Share
Transfer Agent (RTA) at Mis Kfin Technologles Lid,, Unit: Deccan Cements
Limited, Selenium Tower-8, Piot 31-32, Gachibowl, Financial District,
Nanakramguda, Hyderabad - 500032, Tal Free No. 1800-303-4001, email i

UPDATE KYC AND CONVERT PHYSICAL SHARES INTO DEMAT MODE
The sharshoiders wha are hoiding shares in phys«cal form are roquosted
fo update their KYC to credt unclaimed dividends to thelz bank account
through electronic mode and alsc requested 1o conven their physical shase
certficates into domaserialized foim (electronic form). The shareholders are
also requested 1o ciaim their unciaimed dividend amounts, otherwise, the
sama will ba transferred to Investor Education and Proteciion Fund Autherity
(IEPFA) after expiry of seven years akng with the Shares thereon simesy.
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Kalikapur-1l Gram Panchayat
VillSahebpur. PO.-Champahati, P.5.Sonarpur, South 24 PGS, Pin-T43330

. Last Date of S 3.07.2025 up ta 12:0 Noon. Datd of
upn-ng of Tander To.07.2018 ot 12130 BU. Eor quraie v

ders.gov.in & undorsigned GP Office.

Prodnan
Kallkapur-i Gram Panchayat
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e-tender is hereby invited
by undersigned 90/KHARL/
15thFC UNTIED(2024-25)
(OFFICE BUILDING/
2025-26,

Dated: 15/07/2025 to
End Date-22/07/2025
Date of opening : 24107/2025|
For mare details visit the said|

website whienders.gov.in
Prodhan
Khari Gram P:

FYASANSOL MUNIGIPAL
CORPORATION
NOTICE INVITING
E-QUOTATION
N.LE. EQ. No. 62/PW/
Eng/25 Dt. 14-07-25
Visit to website

www.wbtenders.gov.in
For details please|
contact to Tender Cell,

AMC.,
Sd/- SE,

MAKARD AHA-IGRAMP ANCHA YAT
JOTGIRL, LAKSHMANPUR, HOWRAH

Eloctranic Tenders are hareby invited from the bonatied and resourcelul
bidcors for differant development works vide Tender Reference no.

(1) WEB/DOMJURMAK-UNIT/7/2025-26, dated : 15.07.2025, Fund:
OWN. Bid submission stanl dato: 15.07.2025 at 02,00 PM. Last dato
of Bic submission: 22.07.2025 up o 02,00 PM. Oate of cporing.
24,07,2025 at 03.00 PM. Dot available in hitps:/f

win & uﬂn.amnsur.u:n.nls.m and Oftice Notica
Board.

u“.rmn-u Gram Panchayat
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Name of Work

Corsirycion o Conorete Road from Krshnal Rs, 34847500

9625-26. [ Mondal % Jugai Makder Hosa and|

Surencra Snow House 1o Salen Bag House

Noungally in Waid No-15 under Ragour

Rs. 19048500

of Cross- Drain Near Cioss.-
Noor Lukenath Busiders ol R G.Paly n'Ward No.
12under Rapur:

| Dated 14,07 2025 |

WEM o
RSM19925-26
Dated 14.07 2025

and Cubven A
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WardNo-32 Under Raspur Sonarur Murnicipalty.
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Shii) KO Suagan Ons lo HO Han Monda,

[Pl No-32 Uncer Rajpar-Sonrpur Muricipaliy
B Subenssion end case: 24.07.2025 af 1100 hrs. For more imloration paass Vsl
http:/ww.wienders. gov.in Sdi- E.0,, Rajpur-Sonarpur Municipality
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